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Featuring;
Breaking News from Canterbury

More Bits and Pieces from Greville 

Items received since the publishing deadline, and we take this opportunity to digitally publish a 
great contribution from Grant which cannot be imported into our usual print software; 



THE LAST DAYS OF STEAM ON THE WEST COAST
With Paul Smith and Grant Anderson
Grant is a member of a Facebook Group that has a lot of ex NZR staff 
who often provide interest-ing comments from being on the job and 
occasionally give short stories of their NZR life. A recent poster, Paul 
Smith, has written about his days with steam on the West Coast and 
Grant asked him if he would be happy for it to be included in the 
Micrometer which he has approved. Paul wrote these from memory, 
via notes he made in 1980 (before the memory dimmed too much!). 
Grant has also added a couple of his photos taken at Elmer Lane at 
Easter 1966-69 (so in the same period Paul writes about) which show 
the workplace conditions
Firstly A428 on the turntable at the Roundhouse
Then the typewritten notes from Paul Smith
Inside the shed, A class P4-6-2 (RIP) and three 4-8-2's in service
A "tender view" of the roundhouse

Then we have Greville's "Bits and Pieces" from the October Zoom meeting, progress in fittings for his Beejax
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Qn. ·tt-ie Job. 2� 
The first Night shift week w.,.u.; an un.fc,rgettablt!:! e:,q::JeYien,.:�1 

AfteY the third shift, r felt like I •�as moving in a dream wc,r 1 d. 
If th.is wa;s what R,:1 i1 ways was al 1 abc.,ut 

1 
1 t'l<:liJ beer1 really miss

i ri foi-· med. However� I decidecl th.at as I was heY-e; I wr.:iuld give i·t 
er g,:,. I lat-el' found i::,ut that this rea,:tic,n t,::, night shif'!.': wc:1s
quite normal� A stat� of permanent Jet lag? 

I .jed.n�d th� pe:r·maneni� sti:1 ff .1 i st a'! fter thr-ee mc,nths 
pl'·•::,bat:i on 1 and ste1Yted ·t;c:, realise my ch i1 dhc:u::,d amb.it i-011 of 
Qec,:,ming an Engine Dr' i ver. Abo1.1t this t ime 1 I entel"ed th� w-::11·- l d 
,:,f M,::itor Veh.i cle OwneY$hip •,.1ith the purchase ,:,f e 1939 Aur,;;t in Bi.g 
7. Tc,tal outlay-25F-qlmds($50�00), which, when my hourly r .. ,tc- �  wa-s
3/6d C35c), took a little bit of saving for.

I started t,:;, spend as much time as I cc,ul d, ws.ti:h ing the L,:;cc, 
Pittars as they rep�irad the engines as I �as fascinated by th• 
inti· i;:<a1,..:y of the valve gear, su�pensi,:,n, drawgear and all the 
,:::.ther f�i::it1.1res of a steam lc,c;,::,mc:,tive. 

On day shift, which was every third week, we wey.e i:?Xf,H,i•:ted 
* to �ssist the F'ittel" dcdng Boiler wash CiUts .., A very impc,rtar1t

• safety check was to ensuYa there was no $team pressure in the
t-::·i:;:·r by ,:,pening the whistle valve, and a.11-::,wing any steam to
::::: ... .,:(;;pr.:"., I./ :--�1-i·::\ .. •��s t"i: 1:rt d-t:,ne jl a "''�ty IJ ;,�d irL.fiX-r")l ,:c:tLt-ld· .cH:(�ct·,� ·t,:)
,::1ny,:.w,e rem>:h'in9 ,;; Wi::H;h,:::,�.lt; plLtg with s·l;e�m pret:ssure ,::;,n the trrside
fc:iC/l? ,;::,f thf.;' plug! I \sldS l'.=tlWays VG?Y)l C,'.:\YE!flll ,:,bserviflg this
i,5irnple� but vital safety ,::he-,:;:k.

Other dut i�s in,:li. .tdit>d cleaning ,;,ish f.,.,;:,111 the sm,:.:,kebci.,; ,::tft�r
an en��ine had c,:,mpleted .<;\ l'Ltn, c,::,aling up, and t:msur-ing that ths
w.ater tanks wen:: always ful 1 befc,y(? .;tn i:"mgine was stabled in the
1,,hed.

l spent 18 mc,nths as cl Loe,::, T'tainee, befcire ! w.as abl� t�:i
t.:.-lke the exam foi-· Fil"ema-n. This ent.:;.iled a 12 m,:,nt;h1;;
.::.:::,-,,. ret;;p,:.riden,:e r.:ourse on tc,p i ,::�; cc,nc:erning Sigti.al S; Ruler,;. @
J;;:egul.":1lti,:,ns, and Loc,::imotive EqLtipment Operation.

This e01-<!\mi c,f the three topics, was t.U::en ,:m one d.:{y,
Ll$\.l<a.l ly a 1"hursday, f,:,l U:,wed by a pra,::t i,:a:1 test on denh:,nstratir'lg
hr.:,w tr:, cht;t:nge a ga,.19e glass, pad,: a leaking in.Jector and fill an
engine 1 ubr ic�t,:,y. The Sigt,.al lS e�,:.;.m wa-s very tough, anct l had t:,:,
re-sit that portion.
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Right Hand Auto Drain Cocks 

Left hand Auto Drain Cocks 

Safety Valves for my Bjax Loco 



Blow-down Valve & piping to 

Quick Water fill inlet 

Plus showing S.S plunger which 

Is loose fit in the handle. 

Right Water Tank By-pass inlet 
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