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Featuring;
Breaking News from Canterbury
More Bits and Pieces from Greville

[tems received since the publishing deadline, and we take this opportunity to digitally publish a
great contribution from Grant which cannot be imported into our usual print software;



THE LAST DAYS OF STEAM ON THE WEST COAST

With Paul Smith and Grant Anderson

Grant is a member of a Facebook Group that has a lot of ex NZR staff
who often provide interest-ing comments from being on the job and
occasionally give short stories of their NZR life. A recent poster, Paul
Smith, has written about his days with steam on the West Coast and
Grant asked him if he would be happy for it to be included in the
Micrometer which he has approved. Paul wrote these from memory,
via notes he made in 1980 (before the memory dimmed too much!).
Grant has also added a couple of his photos taken at Elmer Lane at
Easter 1966-69 (so in the same period Paul writes about) which show
the workplace conditions

Firstly A428 on the turntable at the Roundhouse

Then the typewritten notes from Paul Smith

Inside the shed, A class P4-6-2 (RIP) and three 4-8-2's in service

A "tender view" of the roundhouse

Then we have Greville's "Bits and Pieces” from the October Zoom meeting, progress in fittings for his Beejax
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£i The Job, or BEnjoying what 1 Did.

1741768, Elmer Lane Locomotive Depot, Greymouth.
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On the job. Zh

The fivrst Night shift wesk was an unforgetiable experience!
After the thivd shift, | felt like I was maving in a8 drsam world.
If this was what Mailways was all about, I had been really miss-—
informed. However, [ decided that as 1 was here, I would give it
& gu. I Iater found out that this reacticon to night shift was
gquite normal, A state of permanent Jet lag?

I Jwmined the permanent staff list after three months
probation, and started to realise my childhood ambition of
becoming an Engine Driver. About this time, I entered the world
f Motor Vehicle Ownership with the purchase of a 1929 dustin Big
7o Taotal cutlay-ZG3Fqundsis30,000, which, when my hourly rate was
376d (3%cy, tonk & little bit of saving for.

I started to spend as much time as [ cowld,watching the Loco
Fitters as they repaired thes engines as I was fascinated by the
intricacy of the wvalve gear, suspension, drawgear and all the
other feastures of a steam locomotive.

On day shift, which was every third week, we were expected
to assist the Fitter doing Raller wash cuts., A very isportant
safety check was to ensure there was no steam pressure in the
Eoilzr bv opening the whistle valve, and allowing any steam to
: agere 90 thAis was oot done, 8 overy padd ingury could oo B
arnyone removing a washout plug with stesm pressure on the irside
face of the pluwg! I was always very careful obeserving this
nimple, but vital safety check.

Other duties included cleaning ash from the smokebor after
an engine had completed a run, coaling wp, and ensurineg that the
water tanks were always full before an engine was stabled in the
shed.

NP

I spent 18 moniths as a Loco Trainee, before 1 was able to
take the sxam fTor  Fireman., Thizs entailed a 12 monkhs
curvaespondence course oan topics concerning Signals; Rules @
FBegqulations, and Locomobtive Equipment Operation.

This exam, of the three topics, was taken on one day,
uswally a Thursday, followed by a practisal test on demanstrating
haow to change a gauge glass, pack & laaking injector and fill am
engine lubricator. The Bignals exam was very tough, and I had to
re~git that portion.










Right Hand Auto Drain Cocks

Left hand Auto Drain Cocks

Safety Valves for my Bjax Loco



Blow-down Valve & piping to
Quick Water fill inlet

Plus showing S.S plunger which

Is loose fit in the handle.

Right Water Tank By-pass inlet
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