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A Wintry Day in Hamilton 

This photo, sent in by Grant Anderson, was 
taken recently at Hamilton ME track by Keith 
& Bianca Betts, and appeared on the NZME 
Facebook website.  

Grant thought it was a great shot ably 
demonstrating (a) that winter is now here 
and (b) the involvement of the younger set in 
the hobby. 
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Train Roster  

Bold and Underlined  Name: 

This is the designated Train Controller, i.e. the person in overall control of all operations for the day 

Bold with Asterisked* Name: 

This is the designated Stationmaster, i.e. the person responsible for activities in the station area. 
The Stationmaster is also responsible to account for the day’s takings. 
Drivers: Please keep your eyes open for unusual or suspicious behaviour around the track which may af-

fect the safety and/or smooth operation of our trains. Report such activity to the Train Controller. 

Please Note: 

If for some reason you are unable to attend on your rostered date, you are respectfully reminded that it is 
your responsibility to find a replacement member to fill the gap – please don’t let the rest of the team for the 
day be left short-handed. Note: the Train Controllers for both affected days must be informed of the 

swap in advance. 

Also, please ensure the member you arrange a swap with is one who is rostered to undertake the same role 
to ensure we always have members with the appropriate training and experience on the day. 

JULY CALENDAR 

 

Tuesday July 3rd, 7.30pm     -  General Meeting, ASME clubrooms 

 

Tuesday July 17th, 7.30pm   -  Committee Meeting, ASME clubrooms 

 

Coming Up:   - Model Trains, Boats and Planes show, Whangaparaoa, July 7-8. See page 7. 

     -  Taupo Hobby Expo, July 14-15. See pages 8-9. 

     -  Nelson Society of Modellers open weekend October 20-22 (Labour weekend). 

      See page 10. 

 

Date Electric Electric Steam Train Station / Station /

Driver Driver Driver Controller Guard Guard

1-Jul-18 I Ashley A Bailey Voluntary G  Anderson R Crook* D Vaughan

8-Jul-18 G Beazley M Granger Voluntary D Russell R Copeland* D Beecher

15-Jul-18 M Hollis D Housley Voluntary G Wills P Jones* M Vickers

22-Jul-18 J Lankow D Moffat Voluntary B Aickin M Luxton* S Wilson

29-Jul-18 G Wills P Moy Voluntary P Dowdeswell B Matchett* R Souter

5-Aug-18 R Reichardt A Shirley Voluntary T Lawrence K Ryan* S Shirley

12-Aug-18 P Woodford I Ashley Voluntary S Meikle A Stratton* D Vaughan

19-Aug-18 A Bailey G Beazley Voluntary T Robinson R Stratton* M Vickers

26-Aug-18 M Granger M Plant Voluntary G  Anderson P Tomkies* D Beecher
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Committee Comments 
 

At the last General Meeting, Mike Banks rounded off his discussion on riveting, by demonstrating several 

tools and methods used both in his previous life as an aircraftsman and also recently on constructing the ten-

der for his 5”g GWR King loco. Thanks Mike for your work in preparing and presenting this interesting and 
informative presentation.  

Do any other members have an interesting and/or relevant matter which they would be prepared to talk on at 

an upcoming meeting? The Committee generally struggles to source suitable speakers for the programme 

slot of the general meetings; really it is up to you as members to make suitable offers to the Committee to en-

able it to programme and advertise upcoming talks in the Micrometer, so all have a chance of attending. 

You may notice some cameras being installed around the Club. These are not to “spy” on anyone but rather 
to enhance the security of the excellent facilities the Club is fortunate to have. Specifically, from time to time 

we have reports of doors left unlocked and/or alarms not armed, so these cameras will help to record such 

omissions and allow measures to be taken aimed at avoiding or reducing such occurrences (especially as the 

clubhouse is used by other clubs, as well). Thanks to Greville Wills for getting into action in sourcing and in-

stalling this surveillance system at a fraction of the cost of commercial offers made last year. 

Just a reminder that a working bee is held most Saturdays from 9am and there is always plenty of mainte-

nance work to be done. So if you have a few hours spare, come along and help keep the facilities up to 

scratch. Some jobs may be considered menial, others important, but all are vital to keep the Club operating. 

It’s also a good way to meet and socialise with other members, especially over the breaks for a “cuppa”. 

The Club applied for and received a renewed Permit to Operate for the WMR recently. The new permit is at-

tached to the current ADR registration form in the Clubhouse and a copy is also in the members section of 

the ASME website. Also an updated membership list has been added to the website – check it out and if any 

errors are spotted, please let the Secretary know by email to info@asme.org.nz 

 

Hasn’t the winter weather pro-
duced a lot of rain, especially 
over the long weekend? 

Here is an unusual picture from 
MLS’s Queen’s Birthday Week-
end activities showing Dave 
Watt’s latest NZR Wf class in 
action with Corban Fray driv-
ing. The passenger has got the 
right idea about keeping his 
feet dry, but I hope that he’s 
not phoning for a tow truck; 
with a nice big Wf in front, it’s 
not likely to be needed! 

Picture sent in by Grant Anderson, 

photo by Jack Still  

mailto:info@asme.org.nz
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The Writer Automaton, Switzerland 

 

A 240 year old doll that can write, a clockwork creation by Pierre Jaquet-Droz, a Swiss watchmaker. The doll 

is able to write any custom text up to 40 letters long, and it uses a goose feather to write, which he inks from 

time to time, including a shake of the wrist to prevent ink from spilling. His eyes follow the text being written, 

and the head moves when he takes some ink. You can view this doll in person at the Muse d’Art et d’Histoire 
of Neuchtel, in Switzerland.  

 

Ron Copeland has sent this in, thought it might be interesting. 

 

Ron says: ”I know this video has been around for a while but thought it might be of interest to some of our 
members who may not have seen it.” 

 

The Swiss had/have some genius mechanical engineers and craftsmen.  

 

Swiss-made watch movements that are still among the best today.  

 

A 240-year-old doll; you will most likely never have seen anything like this before. 

  

Watch the doll's eyes as he writes with a pen on the paper. 

   

This video will fascinate just about all the engineers, artists, clock makers, doll makers, computer program-
mers, want-to-be inventors or basically anyone out there that likes to tinker. 

   

This is far more than tinkering. When you view this, think computers. 

  

Enjoy. It is truly amazing and remember, this was built in the 1770s.  

  

https://www.chonday.com/15454/the-writer-automaton/   

https://www.chonday.com/15454/the-writer-automaton/
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Bits and Pieces 5th June 2018 

Presented by Mike Banks, report and photos by Dave Russell 

Greville Wills fashioned this small hex shape into 
the end of a piece of copper tube, reason behind 
this was that he had nothing else to hold and stop 
the nut turning on this bolt that was hidden way 
inside a piece of machinery.  

This fine replica pistol was made by a member’s 
father in 1968. It works just like the original. 
Included was the black powder container in brass 
and the iron mould for casting the lead balls.  

This nice ER32 collet chuck was recently pur-
chased from Banggood.com in China by Peter 
Woodford. Peter was surprised at the accuracy 
of the piece for the price paid: shipping to NZ was 
free of course.  
The assortment of fittings in the same photo are 
to show that L/H threaded fittings are usually 
made with a groove around the points of the hex 
to indicate a L/H thread. Though it seems that this 
does not always hold true. The air line coupling 
fitting is R/H thread!  
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These nifty security cameras, displayed by 
Greville, are to be installed at the club-
rooms and associated buildings mainly for 
security purposes, but also to help resolve 
issues where users of the clubrooms do not 
turn off or put away essential club property. 
Repeated requests to various users have 
not been addressed, so the cameras 
should help identify those who need re-
minding.  

After the bits and pieces, Mike Banks gave a very riveting talk and demonstration of riveting. Mike 
spent his entire career in the aircraft industry and has probably fitted more rivets of various sizes, 
shapes and materials than most of us have ever imagined. Mike brought along some demo pieces for 
members to “have a go”. He explained that the most important thing to remember is that the protruding 
stock of the rivet to be riveted should be 1&1/2 times the diameter of the rivet. Secondly a fair variety 
of rivet snaps and dollies should be available to enable adequate support to the rivet head in tight 
spots. Before proceeding with riveting the two pieces to be riveted should be closed together with the 
rivet in place using a hollow punch.  With some practice outstanding results can be produced. 
Thanks to Mike for passing on some of his vast knowledge to those present. 
The most valuable thing I learned from Mike was that the rivets do not have to look perfect on the in-
side of the job to perform the job adequately.  
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Get the full story: follow this link: 

 

https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2018/model-trains-boats-planes-show/auckland/whangaparaoa-peninsula  

https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2018/model-trains-boats-planes-show/auckland/whangaparaoa-peninsula
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Stolen Loco 
 

 

 
 

 
Manawatu, Taranaki, Whanganui-Ruapehu Police 
June 20 at 2:45 PM 

Between the 17th of May and 3rd of June this year the Tokomaru Steam Museum has been burgled and a 
rare model locomotive has been stolen. 

This locomotive "BRITANNIA LOCO" weighs approximately 100 kilos so stolen for a purpose but seems an 
odd thing to steal. 

Police are very keen to recover the locomotive and return it to is place within the Tokomaru Steam Museum. 

Any information which can help recover this rare item can be passed to your local police station or anony-
mously to the Crime Stoppers on 0800 555 111. 

https://www.facebook.com/ManawatuTaranakiWhanganuiRuapehuPolice/photos/a.587005388031270.1073741827.586984984699977/1853820131349783/?type=3&ifg=1
https://www.facebook.com/ManawatuTaranakiWhanganuiRuapehuPolice/photos/a.587005388031270.1073741827.586984984699977/1853820131349783/?type=3&ifg=1
https://www.facebook.com/ManawatuTaranakiWhanganuiRuapehuPolice/?hc_ref=ARRveE4AY_6vXSeje1TDonka8IUkIMW6STkavwH8q6JIIaZagbOf0yLcFbqiSe4PWo4&fref=nf&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/ManawatuTaranakiWhanganuiRuapehuPolice/photos/a.587005388031270.1073741827.586984984699977/1853820131349783/?type=3&ifg=1

